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Research degree theses in languages other than English

Background

Research degree theses at the College are occasionally written in languages other than English, where there are sound academic reasons for doing so. The relevant University of London subject board previously received applications to submit theses in other languages; following the subject boards' abolition the College has now implemented its own procedure for the approval of such applications.

Guidance has been sought from the University and the School of Languages, Linguistics and Film on the drafting of this procedure.

Criteria for assessing applications

Permission to submit a thesis for a research degree in a language other than English will normally only be granted where the application demonstrates that:

1. The language of the thesis is the same as the language of study.

2. The majority of primary and secondary source material is not available in English.

3. Research and professional discourse on the subject matter is facilitated by the thesis being submitted in the language of the source material.

4. The likelihood of the thesis being published is greater if it is not written in English.

5. The supervisor and department are able to support the completion of a thesis in the desired language.

The application must be supported by statements from the candidate, the supervisor and an independent assessor. The independent assessor should be an academic expert in the language and subject matter of the thesis, and should be external to the University of London. The assessor may later be nominated as the external examiner for the thesis.

The linguistic competence of the candidate is not a reason for submission in a language other than English (the candidate must submit with the thesis a summary in English of between 10,000 and 20,000 words).

Procedure

1. The supervisor and candidate complete the application form (attached) and submit to the Research Degrees Office as soon as possible and not later than the end of the first year of registration for the degree.

2. The Research Degrees Office checks the form, and passes it to the Director of the Graduate School for approval. The Director may request further clarification from the supervisor/department where necessary.

3. The Research Degrees Office informs the supervisor of the outcome of the application and records this on the student file.
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Application to Submit a Research Degree Thesis in a Language Other than English (RD06)

This form should be submitted to the Research Degrees Office before the end of the first year of registration for the degree.

Section A: Candidate details

	Name of candidate:
	

	

	Student ID number:
	

	
	

	Degree (MPhil/PhD):
	

	
	

	Name of supervisor:
	

	
	

	Title of thesis:
	


Section B: Supporting statements

Statements are required from:

· the candidate

· the supervisor

· an independent assessor (external to the University of London)

Applications should demonstrate that:

· the language of the thesis is the same as the language of study;

· the majority of primary and secondary source material is not available in English;

· research and professional discourse on the subject matter is facilitated by the thesis being submitted in the language of the source material;

· the likelihood of the thesis being published is greater if it is not written in

English; and

· the supervisor and department are able to support the completion of a thesis in the desired language.

Please ensure that the supporting statements between them cover these points. Continue statements on a separate sheet if necessary.

Candidate's statement

	


	Candidate’s signature:
	

	
	

	Date:
	
	


Supervisor's statement

	


	Supervisor’s signature:
	

	
	

	Date:
	
	


Assessor’s statement

	


	Assessor’s name:
	

	
	

	Assessor’s affiliation and address:
	

	
	

	Assessor’s signature:
	

	
	

	Date:
	
	


Please return the completed form to the Research Degrees Office, who will forward to the Director of the Graduate School for approval.

Research Degrees Office

E15 Queens Building

Queen Mary, University of London

Mile End Road

London

E1 4NS

+44 (0)20 7882 7942 / 3657 / 5377 / 7534

I approve this application for submission of a thesis in a language other than English.

	Signature of the Director of the Graduate School:
	

	
	

	Date:
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