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Theory and Practice of Anglo-German Cultural Transfers 
 
Course Code: SMLM 037 

The conception ‘cultural transfer’ includes aspects of inter- and intra-cultural relations between 
(national) cultures that represent essentially hybrids. Research on cultural transfers began in the 
mid1980s and focused initially on France and Germany integrating research on reception studies, 
intertextuality, translation studies and language teaching, This course endeavours to apply findings in 
this field to Anglo-German cultural relations and to engage students in describing these relations in 
terms of “transfer models” (Michel Espagne). It analyses the theory and history of Anglo-German 
cultural transfers from the late 18th century to the present day. The second part will bring students into 
contact with practitioners in this field and will introduce them to the reality of such transfers between 
cultures. 
 
Semester I 
Sessions Chaired by Professor Görner 
 
Week 1:  Kulturtransfer - Transferts Culturels - Cultural Transfer: similarities and differences 

(Theory and Methodology I) 
Week 2:  The conception of hybrid cultures and their (Anglo-German) narratives 

(Theory and Methodology II) 
Week 3:  Translation Theory as a Cultural “Transferrant” (Theory and Methodology III) 
Week 4:  Anglo-German Cultural transfers I: 1800-1850 
Week 5:  Anglo-German Cultural transfers II: 1850-1914 
Week 6:  Ruptures and Transitions: 1918-1945 
Week 7:  Reading Week 
Week 8:  The Impact of Exile 
Week 9:  1945-1950s: The British Culture Infusion in post-war Germany 
Week 10:  Critical Theory and/without Cultural Transfer I 
Week 11:  Critical Theory and/without Cultural Transfer II 
Week 12:  The Inconclusiveness of Cultural Transfers 
 
Semester II 
Sessions chaired by Dr Nicholls 
 
Week 1:  Cultures as Imagined Communities (Angus Nicholls) 
Week 2:  From the Theory to the Practice of Cultural Transfer (Angus Nicholls) 
Week 3: The BBC Perspective  
Week 4:  German Writing in Britain  
Week 5: The UK-German Connection  
Week 6: The German Academic Exchange Service  
Week 7: Reading Week 
Week 8:  Culture Dept. of the German Embassy  
Week 9:  The Goethe Institut  
Week 10:  Representative from Television  
Week 11:  A German Newspaper in Britain  
Week 12: The Reality of Cultural Transfers (Angus Nicholls) 
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