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In Pursuit of Prejudice? Mutual Perceptions of Identity   
 
Course Code: SMLM 039 
 
Prejudice, stereotypes, and clichés often inform the representation of the Other in 
the media, publicand private discourse. This module seeks to identify and assess the 
impact of such stereotypes on Anglo-German relations. It discusses the meaning of 
prejudice as “Vorverständnis” in Nietzsche’s and Gadamer’s terms and analyses the 
specificity of Anglo-German stereotypes and stereotyping. It proposes to examine 
prejudice and stereotypes as denominators of “Kulturanalyse” and discusses the 
interconnection between prejudice and identity formation. It also considers ways of 
making prejudice productive and of limiting its negative effects. 
 
Week 1:  Introduction: The Many Faces of Prejudice (AN) 
Week 2:  Kant and Gadamer : The Enlightenment’s ‘Prejudice against Prejudice’ 

(AN) 
Week 3:  Prejudice as a Precondition for Hermeneutical Understanding (AN) 
Week 4:  Beyond Reason and Phantasy: Heine’s Cultivation of Prejudice (RG) 
Week 5:  Jane Austen and George Eliot on Prejudice (RG) 
Week 6:  Nietzsche on Prejudice in Jenseits von Gut und Böse (RG) 
Week 7:  Reading Week 
Week 8:  Who is Afraid of Whom: Freud on Prejudice and Anxieties (AN) 
Week 9:  How Friends and Brothers Become Enemies and Monsters: the 

Rhetoric of the “Great War” (AN) 
Week 10:  Prejudice and Contested Identities in the Aftermath of National 

Socialism and WWII (AN) 
Week 11:  “Krautbashing” and Bemused Anglophilia: Prejudice Between 

Reunification and the World Cup (AN) 
Week 12:  Conclusions: The Roles of Prejudice in Anglo-German Cultural  
  Relations 
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