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Introduction to Film Archives 
 
Course Code: SMLM 045 

 
Brief description 
 
This is an optional course for students enrolled on the MA Film Studies programme. It will 
focus on the documentation of the film production process, to challenge students' 
perceptions about film-making, the film industry and the finished product on the screen. It will 
provide a corollary 
both to practical film-making courses, and to the theory and critical analysis of film, as well 
as introducing students to the principles of archiving as part of the film production process. 
 
Outcomes 
 

• A deeper appreciation of moving image culture through a study of its documentation 
• An appreciation of the importance of archives for the film historian 
• The ability to use film documentation archives effectively in current and future 

research 
• To see archiving as a possible career with the film and TV industries 

 
Assessment regime 
 
One 4,000 word essay, worth 100% of the module and 16.67% of the total assessment for 
the degree. 
 
Delivery 
 
Lectures, seminars and screenings, plus a practical element in which students will have an 
opportunity to appraise a collection, using the principles they have learned. 
 
Indicative reading 
 

• Street, Sarah, British cinema in documents (Routledge, 2000) 
• Caute, David, Joseph Losey: a revenge on life (Faber & Faber, 1994) 
• Eberts, Jake and Ilott, Terry, My indecision is final: the rise and fall of Goldcrest Films 

(Faber & Faber, 1990) 
• Eyles, Allen, The Granada Theatres (Cinema Theatre Association/British Film 

Institute, 
• 1998) 

 
Course tutor: Janet Moat 
 



Course Outline 
 
(Week 7 is Reading Week. Adjustment to the schedule below will be made at a later date.) 
 
Week 1 
 
Lecture: Introduction to film and TV archives 
 
Week 2 
 
Seminar. Collaborators: The Joseph Losey archive 
 
Screening: The Servant (1963) 
 
Week 3 
 
Lecture. Hands across the Sea: American and European connections in the Michael Balcon 
archive 
 
Screening: tbc 
 
Week 4 
 
Seminar. The film industry: David Puttnam archive 
 
Screening: Chariots of Fire (1981) 
 
Week 5 
 
Lecture. The small screen: John Schlesinger and Mike Hodges 
 
Screening: An Englishman Abroad (1983) 
 
Week 6 
 
Seminar. Reconstructing the film: From dope sheets to log books 
 
Week 7 
 
Lecture. Exhibition: The Sidney Bernstein archive 
 
Screening: power point presentation of digitised images from the Sidney Bernstein archive 
 
Week 8 
 
Seminar. Marketing and publicity: Pressbooks 
 
Week 9 
 
Lecture. Legal and financial: The London Film Productions Archive 
 
Weeks 10-12 
 
Appraising the material: practical placement. 
 






